
1. Notice details; be sure to pay attention to every quadrant; work to observe details before you start thinking 
about what they “mean”;

2. After you’ve spent time noticing details, begin to formulate questions, such as:

• Who is pictured?

• What are they doing?

• What is the context for the photo?

• What knowledge do I have that might help me understand this?

• What details in the photo give me a clue to what is going on?

3. Finally, after considering details and asking questions, decide how the photo is an example of one or more 
of the STAGES of GENOCIDE.

You can find this photo online at:
www.mhge.org/3-1
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In the years just before and during the Holocaust students in German schools were given instructions on how to recognize
and identify people who were Jewish, Aryan, or members of different racial groups. It was a required part of the curriculum
for students. Source: Yad Vashem Photo Archive
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One Jewish man is forced to shave off the beard of another Jewish man as Nazi guards and civilians enjoy
the scene. Poland, 1939-40. Credit: Yad Vashem Photo Archive
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